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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR
Rev. Michael Droege

 CHURCH PICNIC 
Join us on June 26th for

hamburgers, hotdogs and a
bake sale!  

ICCC CONFERENCE
JULY 18-21

 
WHERE DO YOU FIT?

Please consider how you
might be called to help this
season. Discover your call

and reach out to Rev.
Michael to discuss. 

 
CWS BLANKETS

We collected a very generous
$1,012

VBS
 "Christmas in July" 

VBS Week    July 25-29
 

BUILDING
IMPROVEMENT FUND 

…
I first saw The Lion King in a theater in downtown Chicago. I was in a Big Brother/Big
Sister program, and I took my little brother to see the movie. He wasn’t the only one
captured by the movie. 

I was in from the first grand spectacle. Animals from all over the “pride lands” gathered
to welcome the new lion cub (Simba) to Tim Rice and Elton John’s triumphant and
hopeful “Circle of Life” song. I realized, like many of us in the mid-90’s, that we were
having an experience that would somehow change our lives. I’m sure we all know the
story now, so I don’t fear spoiling it for anyone. 

An animal utopia is ruled by a benevolent lion who oversees a delicate ecosystem of life.
If everything and everyone participates in this exchange of gifts, then all thrive.
However, power and greed seep into the pride lands through the form of the younger
brother of the king (Scar) and his hyena henchmen, resulting in the death of the king
and the banishment of the young cub into the wilds where he chooses a life of leisure
and inaction with a friendly meerkat and a smelly warthog. Eventually, young Simba
grows and is confronted with his responsibility. Honestly, a life without responsibility is
so much easier! But in a vision of his father, he is reminded to “remember who you are.” 

It is that remembering that makes the difference. His return to the pride lands would be
enough to send many people back to the jungle. The land has been overused, the
inhabitants misused, and those who looked for hope have all but given up. But he knows
what he must do. He confronts Scar, the lion consumed with his own sense of purpose
and meaning and exposes him for what he really is – leaving him to the natural
consequences of his actions. It is then that he approaches Rafiki, the mandrill and
spiritual leader, who simply says to him – “It is time”. 
With those words, Simba takes his place in the healing of his world. 

As we enter another Pentecost season, that little phrase, “it is time”, has been beating in
my head like a drum. We have gone through some of the most challenging years we
have had in two generations. Multiple iterations of “Scar” have exploited our resources
and our people, leaving many without hope. However, hope is by no means lost. I can
hear God whisper to God’s church “Remember who you are.” I can feel the wind of the
Spirit surrounding God’s people waiting to be let in. I feel like Rafiki, waiting for the
church to rise. It is definitely time.

So what does that mean for us at Wilson?
For the past two years we have really just been trying to survive. So much was unknown
about the world we were going to emerge into, and we gathered together to make sure
we all made it together. However, I believe those days are behind us and it is time for us
to do the work of God that Wilson has been called to do. 

On Pentecost Sunday, I rolled out a “Help Wanted” sheet that gives us picture of some
of the opportunities that are available to use our gifts as we live as the church. (see the
list later in Hilltopics) My prayer for us is that we would not look at this list as a church
and think “if” we can get involved and instead pray through “where” our gifts would be
best used. I believe with all my heart that Wilson is being called to be something
extraordinary in the coming years, but it’s not going to be from the pastor or staff, it will
be because the church decided to be who we are called to be. I’ll swing for the fences to
equip, teach, encourage, challenge, or anything else this church needs to thrive. The
world needs us more than ever. It is time. 

Our Church Needs YOU!
There is a growing list of needs to

keep our building whole 
and you can help. 

Please consider sending your
donation in the envelope attached.

Make checks payable to 
 

WILSON MEMORIAL CHURCH.



The floor of the boy’s bathroom in the former Sunday
School wing is sinking due to a failure in the structural
integrity of the beams in the basement ceiling of
Blackburn Hall. The frames of the Fisher Hall Windows
overlooking Best Lake are deteriorating. There has been
extensive water damage to the Manse due to excessive
runoff from the parking lots. Our beautiful colored panel
windows in the sanctuary need to be updated to include
an exterior energy efficient glass. There are many other
projects that will need to be completed over the next few
years.
Your Executive Board has met with the Facility and
Finance Committees to prioritize the projects outlined
above based on safety concerns. Four of the projects have
been approved. Project costs will be partially covered
from our Capital Budget and Memorial Endowment and
we will be planning a series of fundraising events to cover
additional costs.
We need your help as we move from a season of
reemergence to a new season of rebuilding. Rebuilding
our faith, the wellness of our minds and bodies, our
commitment to Wilson, our beautiful church and grounds,
our service to those in need, and our promise to follow
the teachings of Jesus Christ.
Go Team Wilson!
Nancy Scott 

Hello Wilson Family!
My thanks to everyone involved with making the last few
months packed full of events and excitement. The special
Easter Weekend Services and Egg Hunt, Roberta’s
Surprise Party, Michael’s Birthday Celebration, the rock
painting table at the Watchung Picnic, and our first “Grow
Together” of 2022 are just some of the highlights. June
looks to be just as active. We are looking forward to
seeing our own Angela Della Ventura in “I Left My Dignity
in my Other Purse” now playing at the Hunterdon Hills
Playhouse. We will also have a table at the Warren Expo
on Saturday, June 18th and are making plans for a picnic
after the service on June 26th. And of course, VBS will be
celebrating Christmas, in July!
In the short time I’ve been here, I’ve come to love this
church. As Pastor Michael has said, “it is the people who
are the church” and we have a special group of people
here, who don’t hesitate to offer friendship,
encouragement, or a helping hand. However, the days of
congregating on a mountaintop or a riverbed are long
gone. We are fortunate to have a beautiful building to
meet in, complete with a chapel, sanctuary, and meeting
rooms. Our physical church is in need of major repairs.
The roof over the administration wing has been leaking
into the library and offices.  

Board Briefs 

MESSAGE FROM OUR BOARD PRESIDENT 
  Nancy Scott

Our Church needs You!! 
Please consider a contribution to help fund 

these  areas of concern in our buildings.

• Our Boy's Bathroom in the Sunday school wing;
the urinals and the floor are sinking due to
insufficient support from below BlackBurn Hall. It
is a saftey  matter.

• Our roof is leaking over the administrative wing
hallway.

• Our Windows in Fisher Hall and supporting
frames are deteriorating.

• Our Manse has flooding issues and needs general
repairs.

 
 

 FACILITIES REPORT  
Anthony Cito – Facilities Chair

  



FINANCIAL FACTS
 

We started off the year well, but have since been
showing a significant deficit. While history has
shown a deficit in May, we have never had a
$40,000 deficit.

We are 42% into the year, with Congregational
Giving at 32%, which is a concern. 

Our expenses are high at 48%, but this is due to
some one time expenditures and overages in
snow removal. 

We are very blessed to have the generosity of
the Mitchell Trust. This year we received a check
for $151,975.09. A portion is kept on hand to get
us through the slower summer months, but the
remainder has been moved to our investment
account to work for us. 

The volatility of the stock market is still a
concern. We've had some up and down years
since 2017, when our balance was $27,340.76, but
over the long haul we've done well. Our current
$1,235,476.17 balance allows us to feel that we
can weather the current storm with cautious
optimism.

That being said, we have some major
expenditures ahead and appreciate continued
giving to fulfill pledges, support the many
activities we have planned and to overcome the
existing deficit.

With gratitude, Pam Davis

Board Briefs 

COMMUNICATIONS
We continue to submit monthly news regarding
Wilson Memorial Church to the Echoes Sentinel
and the Watchung Post. In April the topic was on
Pause Ministries. Dan Bove had given an
interesting presentation during one of the
Lenten soup suppers.

In May we submitted several photos of the Rock
Painting Table that Wilson hosted at the
Watchung Picnic. A photo of the planting of the
new “Cherokee Princess Dogwood” as part of our
beautification project was also in The Echoes.
(Thank you Bob Watrous, Bob Nesky and Nina
Nesky).

Carol Droege has written a piece on
VBS/Christmas in July for our June topic.

Wilson will be hosting a table at the Warren Expo
on Saturday, June 18th. Hope to see you there!

Is there a something you would like to read
about? Is there something going on at Wilson
that you would like to share? Perhaps, you would
like to join our team of writers or help with an
event?
Contact Tina at the church office or any Board
member.

MISSION STUDY REPORT  
 

The Mission Study Team is meeting in June and
is excited to have a draft of the report ready for
this summer. 

 

BAPTISM CELEBRATIONS 
 

LANDON VINCENT CONLEY
MICHAEL JOHN SHPUNDER MARIAS

BENNETT WILLIAMS

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR HIGH
SCHOOL CLASS OF 2022

ABBY WIGHARD
DOYLE HUNSINGER

CALVIN DROEGE
PALMER FERRARA

MEREDITH MARMOLEJOS
WHRHS awarded their first 

BEN WATKINS MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
on June 8th. 

The recipient was Watchung Resident, 
John Santucci



Women s Guild  WOW
THE FRIPPERY THRIFT SHOP

 (The pale yellow building in the TOP parking lot) 
CLOSING for Summer shopping June 30!

LAST DAY to purchase summer clothing 
Thursday June 16th. 

Reopening THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 15th 9:30
 

Hello Friends, , stop in The Frippery for some MAJOR
BARGAINS in the month of June!
The first week of June our sale on our FIRST LEVEL
will be, Donate $1 to our diaper drive.  we supply to a
"blue bin" family, The Pregnancy Aid Center in Raritan
and Moms Helping Moms in Warren.
Starting Sat June 11th, Donate a $1 for diapers and FILL
A LEVEL brown paper Kings bag for $15. 
June 14, 16 and 18th it becomes $10 fill a bag June 21, 23
and 28th , it's all 90% off ! 
June 30th IF THERE'S ANYTHING LEFT  
you name your price and ALL $ will go to the diaper
drive. 
WE CLEAR OUT TO THE BARE WALLS!!! 

Quite honestly we could snap our fingers and restock the
shelves with what we have in storage! 
WE CLEAN the building top to bottom on Thursdays over
the summer from 10-12pm (if it's under 90 degrees, we
have window a/c units)  and fill the shelves and hang the
Fall/Winter clothing.
ANYONE IS WELCOME TO JOIN US during the summer. 
It's BIG JOB and I would personally like to 
THANK THE FRIPPERY VOLUNTEERS FOR THEIR HARD
WORK ALL YEAR!
Over the summer please save TISSUE PAPER and any
extra bags from Graduation parties, baby or bridal
showers . We need these items year-round.
We are wrapping up our 50th year at the Frippery and
look forward to listing all our donations for the past
"year" in the next Hilltopics, 

Questions? Lisa Renaud 908-625-5042 

Wilson Memorial Church will present CHRISTMAS IN JULY a Summer Vacation Bible School (VBS) program,
for children aged 3 – 10, from July 25-29. The program’s purpose is to incorporate themed activities that
entertain kids with the opportunity to learn about God and the people in their community. Wilson Memorial
Church will provide a VBS that focuses on a child’s opportunities in their church and community while giving
families the opportunity to meet people within the church.

Church membership is not required to participate. VBS is a week-long event that takes place in the summer
season. Children attend from 9 am to 12 pm each day. At each day’s opening program, everyone gathers to
greet the day and set intentions for the morning to come. Once the day’s theme is established, children will
travel the campus, with peers of the same age, to explore practical opportunities in art, music, yoga, and age-
appropriate Bible study. Snack is provided each day. Each day concludes with a review of what has been
learned and exciting news for the day to come. The week ends with a whole camp presentation to kick off a
special evening of fun and entertainment for the whole family. 

With VBS leaders who are church staff, as well as church members volunteering their time, this year’s staff
pulls together renowned and experienced volunteers in each field. Innovative thinkers like Michelle
Marigliano in Art, Timothy Walton in Music, Matthew May leading study, and Cynthia Chiariello leading
movement, will work with children daily to examine how each practice can help to inform one’s faith walk.
There is still space for teen volunteers as well as adult class leaders. 

A Spare Change collection will be taken daily to aid to the exploited, the powerless and the forgotten.
This year’s focus is the importance of one’s unique voice in the workings of their community, faith and
otherwise. The church will be transformed into scenes from Santa’s workshop to drive home the points of
working together, conflict resolution, the celebration of differences, and the joy of being involved in
something bigger than oneself. 

The cost per child is $35.00 with a cap of $70.00 per family. Registration forms can be found at
www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/vbs. The deadline for registration is June 15. Walk ins and registrations at
the door will not be admitted. 
 

VBSVBSVBS



 WoW what a year! The Women of Wlson (WoW)
have had a very productive five months during
2022, beginning with Women's History Month in
March and the Story of Us- The Wilson Memorial
Womens' Guild founded in November, 1912! 

 *Gwen and Ruth Chalker made centerpieces for
coffee hour for March and May.
 *WoW assisted with kicking off and organizing
four Lenten Soup Suppers in March and April. 
 *These sparked our Soup Ministry delivering to
congregants and families experiencing illness, or
other life altering events when they need some
sustenance. 
 *We continued "The Caring Ministry" begun by
Rev. Barbara Peters, where supportive
communication is provided to congregants and
families, with Roberta Smith as facilitator,
*Saturday morning WoW missed several meetings
due to snow and conflicting schedules, but did
host a book club in May and June. Selections were
The Book of Longings by Sue    Monk Kidd, and
June 24th will feature Red Clocks by Leni Zumas at
6 p.m.
LOOKING AHEAD:
*Women of all ages are welcome to attend the
traditional first Thursday morning of the month
meetings or a Saturday morning meeting when we
resume in September. Stay tuned  for dates and
times!
*Women's Retreat hopefully in the Fall to kick off
our year and prepare for our 110th anniversary of
service to Wilson Memorial Union Church, by our
women!
*Church Picnic on site after services Sunday, 
June 26.
*Summer services in Fisher Hall beginning 
July 3rd.

 Thank you all for your support of the revitalized
WoW!

No Summer Meetings. See you in September!
 
 

MUSIC CORNER
Timothy Walton

 

Beloved Wilson Family. What a journey it has
been from EASTER transitioning to the summer
series in Fisher Hall. 

I believe we took flight during Eastertide and
rode the spirit into Pentecost. Say it with me,
"God is Good". In the midst of everything going
on around us, God is good. 

Jonathan McReynold’s said it best:
May your struggles keep you near the cross, May
your trail show that you need God. May your
battles end the way they should and may your
dark days prove that God is good. May your whole
life prove that God is Good. 

To those family members whom we won’t see
until we cross the threshold of the sanctuary in
September, I challenge you to download the
following onto your playlist, and be blessed.

 
Timothy’s Summer Worship Playlist
God is Good - Jonathan McReynolds

Gracefully Broken - Tasha Cobbs Leonard & Matt
Redman

Welcome to Wherever You Are - Bon Jovi
The Better Benediction - PJ Morton 

God Specializes - Lizz Wright
Come As You Are - The Many

Kingdom - Maverick City Music and Kirk Franklin
 
 

WoW
 

SUMMER SERVICES and OFFICE HOURS 
 

Starting on Sunday  July 3rd, Worship Services
will be in Fisher Hall as they are every summer.

 
Our office hours will be Tuesday - Thursday 

9:00 a.m to 12:30 p.m

STARFISH
When grocery shopping, add an extra non-

perishable item to your list for Starfish!
You can drop it off 

in the bin at church! 



HOW TO SUPPORT THE WORK OF WILSON MEMORIAL CHURCH
 

In Service: You are invited to place your offerings in the plate at the 
back of the Sanctuary.

 

Text-to-Give: Text WILSONCHURCH to (908) 460-8818 and follow the setup prompts for your first
time. Once set up, you can simply text the gift amount to the above number.

 

By Mail: Gifts can be sent to the office at:
7 Valley Road

Watchung, NJ 07069
 

Online: Use our secure giving portal 
by clicking the “Giving” link on our website; www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/GIVE

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Sunday Mornings at 10:00 am

In Person Worship
On-line Worship

 

Live Stream also available on YouTube
Link Available at: 

 www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org/videos
Services will be recorded and available 

for viewing as you are able. 
 

OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday 9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

 
Email: admin@wilsonmemorialchurch.org

Summer Hours Tuesday-Thursday
9:00 a.m - 12:30 p.m

 
 


